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Based on Acts 2:1-21 

 Since the reading from Acts is all about new life in the spirit, and since many of 

us have just come from a congregational retreat that was essentially a weekend of 

spiritual practices, I’d like to start by asking participants from the retreat to share their 

experience of the retreat now.  To those of you - all 16 of us - who were at the retreat, 

were there any highlights for you? 

[invite feedback from retreat participants] 

 I want to invite us all to put our minds back in time.  Or at least try.  Put your 

minds back to April 1.  [wait]  Have you got it?  I thought that might be hard, but you 

seem to have it down - you guys are good.  Oh - perhaps I should have mentioned - I 

meant April 1 in the year 33 CE.  How are you doing now?  Can your imagination stretch 

that far back?  I chose that date because that's one estimate of the date of the story we just 

read in Acts about pentecost. 

 Personally, I find it hard to rewind my mind that far, perhaps because I wasn't 

actually there.  But I do find it hard to imagine what “normal” would have felt like back 

then.  I've seen enough Christmas pageants to know that we would all be wearing bath 

robes - I have that much figured out.  But it is hard to take our post-modern minds and 

understand what was going on in 33 CE and how the story portrayed in Acts might have 

felt to the people there.  Or even more interesting - and perhaps even harder to imagine - 

is the significance of the story in Acts to the people living then. 

 “The spirit was poured out on all people.”  How are we to understand that.  Today, 

don't we live with the understanding that the spirit is available to all people?  My own 
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theology says that the spirit is always with us, around us, and within us.  We - of course - 

have the option of ignoring it.  But the spirit is present.  Always. 

 In order to rewind our minds we have to imagine living at a time when the 

presence of the spirit to all people was not an accepted assumption.  At that time, being 

able to relate to the divine made you a prophet - or to put it the other way around, only 

“prophets” could engage with the spirit directly.  That's why people viewed prophets as 

special people.  The idea that “normal” people could engage with God was unthinkable at 

that time.  And so, the story of the coming of the spirit at Pentecost was epoch-making in 

its magnitude and its impact.  We take for granted the presence of the spirit, but that had 

to be figured out and understood by the early Christian community.  That is why the 

pentecost story was such a big deal and gets so many words. 

 Pentecost is traditionally taken to be the birth day of the church.  The starting 

point.  The moment when the ragtag group of Jesus's followers were joined by outsiders 

and others and became “the church”.  In acts chapter 1 it says that after Jesus left them, 

the disciples were waiting for the spirit to come in power.  They were waiting for 

something in order to start their work of becoming the church.  And remember that Jesus 

began his public ministry after his baptism - in other words after he embraced the spirit.  

Waiting for the spirit before starting public ministry was normal!  So perhaps - instead of 

thinking of Pentecost as the birth day of the church, we should think of it as the baptism 

of the church. 

 And maybe that's why the story in Acts might seem a bit distant to us.  Because in 

churches across North America - many of us are waiting for “something” in order to gear 

up our own ministries.  But it's not the spirit that we are waiting for.  For example, in the 

United Church of Canada we are having lots of conversations at local, presbytery, 

conference, and even national levels about new opportunities and new growth.  And 

much of that conversation revolves around waiting - but not waiting for the spirit.  We are 

waiting for money.  Waiting for the potential restructuring of the United Church.  Waiting 

for new programs.  Waiting for training.  Waiting for new funds to be set up.  I have yet to 

hear a single person say we are waiting for the spirit. 
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 In Acts, what are the disciples waiting for in order to form the church?  Are they 

waiting for an administrative structure?  Are they waiting for a pension fund?  Are they 

waiting for a building to be built?  Are they waiting for a full-time minister or a new 

musician?  Are they waiting for charitable status?  Are they waiting for a time in which 

they will have social or political clout?  They are only waiting for the spirit.  Something 

that we take for granted.  We take the abiding presence of the spirit for granted. 

 Unfortunately, we often take the spirit itself for granted too.   

 But if the spirit is already present, what is there to wait for?  Some of you may 

remember a few weeks ago, a passenger waiting for a GO train at Union Station got his 

clothing caught by a passing train and was pulled under the train to his death.  Very sad.  

The very next day I was at Union Station, and I went out of my way to speak to a 

customer service person at Union.  There were a number of customer service people 

standing around, so I picked an individual who seemed to be emotionally distant, and I 

asked him how he was doing.  What followed was a 20 minute pastoral care session, 

because he had had to deal with guarding the dead body the day before, and he was in 

need of some care. 

 Did the spirit guide me to speak to that person?  Or did I just imagine how I 

would be feeling after that tragedy and I found the person who was exuding those 

feelings?  I don't know.  And I don't even care.  The point is that ministry opportunities 

are all around us, and if we open our eyes we will see them.  We don't need more money.  

We don't need new programs.  We don't need a better building.  We just need to engage. 

 We need to realize that there is nothing to wait for. 

[What new ministry opportunities have you found this year?] 

 Right here at Wesley Mimico, some of us are waiting for our redevelopment 

project to move forward.  I certainly hope that our redevelopment project will go forward.  

It will be wonderful to have new, clean, functional, attractive space.  But at the same 

time, there is no reason that new life and new opportunities have to wait for our 

Pentecost: Bring it on! May 24, 2015 Page !  of !                                                                  3 4



redevelopment.  New life and new ministry opportunities are already happening. 

 Since we left our historic building, I have seen many signs of new life.  New 

relationships have grown, new programming has developed, new partnership have been - 

and continue to be - nurtured.  New ministry is happening all around us already and God-

willing will continue when we move into our new redeveloped space.  But there is 

nothing to wait for.  Pentecost is now.  New life is now. 

 The spirit is already here.  What are we waiting for?  What are you waiting for?  

Nothing?  Fantastic!   

 Pentecost: Bring it on! 

Amen. 
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