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!
 I want to begin with a quote from Kari Jo Verhulst, “Several years ago, just in 

time for Easter, Time magazine ran a cover story called 'Fact vs. Faith: A Reporter 

Investigates the Hot Debate Over Jesus.'  Among the points investigated was the 

factuality of Jesus' resurrection.  In response, many pastors saw fit to use their Easter 

homilies to redress the article, emphasizing the 'literal fact of the resurrection.'  But in 

doing so, they accepted that 'factuality' is a suitable category for resurrection faith, thus 

reducing the 'truth' of the resurrection to historically verifiable fact. 

 John's community believed in the resurrection because they experienced the 

reconciling spirit of Jesus forging out of previously disparate parties a new community of 

love.  That God can transform hearts of stone into hearts of flesh, when you consider your 

own capacity to resist loving, is far more amazing than the idea that God can resuscitate a 

body (why not? God is God). 

 Jesus tells Mary Magdalene 'do not hold on to me' (John 20:17), but commissions 

her to share her experience with others.  We share in her mission, rendering the 

resurrection credible by living as the resurrected body, bearing Jesus' spirit to the places 

of death and allowing it to work through us in the struggle to take crucified people down 

from their crosses.” 

 Jesus said many amazing things during his public ministry.  Many amazing things 

that - I would argue – we don't completely understand.  That is of course what made the 

words so amazing.  For me, one of the classics is “love your enemies”.  I love it because a 

literal reading just gives you nonsense, while deeper readings give lots of scope for 

reflection and transformation. 

 We just read more of the amazing words of Jesus, and yet in the context of the 
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story, you might have missed the words.  The words are almost a segue.  And yet, the 

words are deeply moving.  Almost as soon as Mary recognizes the risen Jesus, Jesus says 

to Mary, “Do not hold on to me”.  Mary has been weeping because she has been 

concerned about Jesus, and yet, once she finds him, Jesus tells her to not hold on to him. 

 To me, those are amazing words.  Because to me, those words announce that 

everything has changed for the little band who followed Jesus.  Jesus was back from the 

dead – but that did not mean that things were back to normal.  Jesus wanted his flock to 

move forward, while Mary wanted to go back to the “good old days”.  And please don't 

hear that as a criticism.  Mary is exhibiting basic human behaviour, familiar to all of us. 

 Do you remember the scene from “Jesus Christ Superstar” from after Jesus was 

taken away by the romans.  The disciples are licking their collective wounds, and then 

Mary and Peter put into words what all the disciples are feeling:  They are speaking to 

Jesus: 

 MARY:  I've been living to see you.  Dying to see you, but it shouldn't be like 

this.  This was unexpected.  What do I do now?  Could we start again please?  I'd been 

very hopeful so far.  Now for the first time I think we're going wrong. Hurry up and tell 

me.  This is just a dream.   Could we start again please? 

 PETER:  I think you've made your point now.  You've even gone a bit too far to 

get the message home.  Before it gets too frightening. We ought to call a halt.  So, could 

we start again please? 

 Well, that's human nature for you.  The disciples want to go back in time, to relive 

the parts of Jesus's ministry that was pleasant.  But Jesus says, “Do not hold on to me”.  

The difference between pre- and post-resurrection was huge for Jesus's followers.  

Everything changed.  And yet, everything stayed the same too.  The ministry continued.  

Jesus's spirit continued to be with the people.  Jesus continued to comfort the people. 

!
 This is a special Easter here at Wesley Mimico United Church.  Because this is 

the last Easter that we plan to be celebrating in this sanctuary.  And what will our future 

transition look like?  I believe it will look a lot like the scene we are discussing.  Many of 
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us will be wanting to “go back in time”, to imagine this sanctuary and building when it 

was not quite so weathered.  To go back in time to imagine this congregation when it was 

not so fragile in terms of membership and finances.  To go back in time to when we had 

political and social clout.  To go back in time to when we could believe we had control of 

something. 

 But the invitation from Jesus is the same - “Do not hold on to me”.  We are 

invited to move into our own future.  We are invited to move into a future for this 

congregation that does not involve us coming to this sanctuary every week.  We are 

invited into a future that we cannot fully know.  We are invited to create new sacred space 

in the Mimico Library.  We are invited to nothing less than a resurrection.  And that 

resurrection is only possible if we decide – as we have done – to stop holding on to this 

sanctuary. 

!
 There is another aspect to this story or course.  The whole story starts before we 

even get to the story.  I mean, there is an off-stage maneuver that sets up the reading from 

John.  When Mary arrived at the tomb, the stone that covered the opening of the tomb had 

been rolled away.  The stone had been rolled away.  Who did that?  We are not told.  But 

we do know that if the stone had remained in place, the story could not have come out the 

way it did.  The stone had to be rolled away in order to find resurrection. 

 So the natural question we can ask ourselves is - what stones do we ourselves 

need to roll away in order to discover our own resurrection?  What barriers do we see in 

our own lives that prevent us from finding new life?  What stones keep us captive?  What 

stones do we have to roll away in order to feel free? 

 If you were here during our Good Friday service, you were invited to to forgive 

someone.  The intention behind that was to prepare for the joy of Easter by an act of 

forgiveness.   Remember that forgiveness is unlocking a door to set someone free - and 

realizing that you yourself were the prisoner.  Now that it is Easter, I can reveal to you the 

motivation behind that exercise on Good Friday.  The motivation is simple.  Forgiving 

others is one way in which we can “rolls the stones” away.  Forgiving others is one way 
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in which we can open wide the gates and find our own freedom.  Forgiving others is one 

way in which we can prepare for our resurrection. 

!
[what stones in your own life do you need to roll away?]   

[Jesus said “do not hold on to me”.  What do you need to let go of?] 

!
 Faith is not about holding on to the past.  Faith is about embracing a new future, 

with the spirit of Jesus as a guide.  We are not alone.  Thanks be to God! 

!
Amen.
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