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Based on Psalm 40, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, and John 1:29-42 

 As you may know, our lectionary is a repeating cycle that helps us read many of 

the important texts from the Bible over a 3-year period.  And each of the gospels 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke, form the spine, the backbone, of 1 of those years.  So - what 

about the gospel of John, that we read from today.  Well, John doesn't get its own year in 

the lectionary.  Instead, texts from John are sprinkled around the calendar in well thought-

out ways.  But John doesn't get a full year.  The main reason that John does not get its 

own year is that of all the gospels, John is not really laid out as a story - a narrative - in 

the way that Matthew, Mark, and Luke are.  Of course, it may also be because the gospel 

of John is a tough read. 

 Historically, Matthew, Mark, and Luke were written quite a bit earlier than John, 

which many scholars believe was written about 120 CE.  And John, being written last, is 

different in part because the early church had longer to think about it, to apply theological 

overtones, to present a more unified picture of Jesus.  In part, the text in the gospel of 

John is more theological.  In part, the text in the gospel of John is more controlled. 

 A good example of this is today's reading.  John sees Jesus walking past him and 

John names him as “the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”  But that 

naming requires all sorts of theological underpinning that would not have been available 

in the early years of Jesus's ministry. 

 But the text is there.  Jesus is a lamb.  A lamb that takes away the sins of the 

world.  Does that image suggest anything to you?  Scholars debate this of course, but the 

most popular conclusion is that John was casting Jesus into the role of a sacrificial lamb.  

Many traditions - including Jewish traditions - at that time used animal sacrifice as a way 

of dealing with sin.  John is making the somewhat understandable leap to the idea that 

Jesus is to be sacrificed for our sins. 
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 The idea of sacrifice is a very old one.  But essentially - there are 2 forms of 

sacrifice.  Two completely different forms of sacrifice that require different sorts of 

actions, and yield completely different results.  The first form of sacrifice is the form that 

John refers too.  This is a form of sacrifice where one group, or person, sacrifices another 

group or person.  In the Old Testament stories where the Israelites sacrifice animals, it is 

the Israelites who perform the action, but it is the animal who makes the actual sacrifice – 

the animal dies and the humans gets to keep living. 

 The other form of sacrifice is self-sacrifice.  This is based on the simple idea that 

if sacrifice is such a great idea, then you should do it yourself.  If you try this form of 

sacrifice, but instead of sacrificing yourself, you sacrifice an animal … well, that just 

doesn't cut it.  Think about it.  If I sacrifice an animal’s life, what has that cost me?  But 

what if I sacrifice something important?  What if I have to actually change my life? 

 That's what we read in our Psalm today too.  Speaking to God, the Psalmist says, 

“Sacrifice and offering you [God] do not desire, burnt offering and sacrifice for sin you 

have not required, but you have opened my ears to hear”.  And I believe that text is a call 

to engagement, because presumably, after opening our ears and hearing God, that will 

lead us to act.  So instead of sacrificing animals, we are asked to sacrifice something 

more important to us.  Our time?  Our plans?  Our lives?  Our … well, who knows?  But 

we are invited to sacrifice something that actually matters to us. 

!
[descend - question about grocery shopping] 

[planned shopping versus open shopping] 

!
 I'm reminded of the movie “Saving Grace”.  I know – there are at least 2 feature 

length films and 1 TV series by that name.  But I am thinking of the full length movie 

from 1986.  That's the movie that describes the spiritual journey of Pope Leo, during the 

early days of his time as Pope. 

 One year into his ministry as Pope, Leo realizes that he is disillusioned.  When he 

was a priest, he spent much of his time helping people one-on-one.  But as Pope, Leo is 
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herded around by handlers and is continually rushed off to different functions.  He sees 

lots of people, but feels that he never has time to really help anybody properly.  This is 

brought to a head when a young deaf girl from a local village visits Leo at the Vatican 

because her village needs a priest.  And then while Leo is struggling with his ministry as 

Pope, he manages to get himself locked out of the Vatican.  In gardening clothes! 

 Without his liturgical clothing, people do not recognize him.  He is thrown out of 

a pizza store when he can't pay for his lunch.  He is thrown into a public fountain.  His 

opinions are ignored.  But Leo seems to enjoy these interactions.  He is getting in touch 

with real people again.  He is interacting.  He is engaging.  Leo decides he needs to 

interact with normal people for awhile, so he travels to the little girl's village - the village 

that needs the priest.  But he doesn't go there as a priest, he goes there as a drifter, 

someone looking for work. 

 Leo joins with the villagers and he sorts rags, which is the only job he can find.  

The town has no real employment or food, because their irrigation system was destroyed 

in an earthquake.  So Leo decides to fix the irrigation system.  He can't do it alone, but he 

begins the work alone - with the villagers laughing at him.  Over time, the villagers join 

in and help Leo.  They work with Leo and they work with each other.  And over time, 

Leo realizes that his role in the village is to re-build the irrigation system by re-building 

the community.  He succeeds.  The villagers do work together.  And they get their 

irrigation system working again. 

 Sounds like a success.  But when Leo calls back to the Vatican while the irrigation 

system is being re-built, the Cardinals are very confused.  Leo says, “I'm helping the 

village to rebuild the irrigation system.”  And the Cardinals respond, “We can send 

everything they need, engineers, materials, we can build it for them.”  And Leo, with a 

very clear mind says, “These are defeated people, if we do the work for them it would fall 

into disuse in a couple of weeks, they have to do it themselves.” 

 And so, over the course of a few weeks, Leo gets the townsfolk working together, 

get the irrigation system working, and also fixes his understanding of his ministry as 

Pope.  Leo reconnected with the community.  He returns to the Vatican, and goes back to 
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his duties as Pope a transformed as well as a transforming person. 

!
 And how exactly did Leo achieve this miraculous transformation?  He stopped 

doing what everyone expected him to do.  Leo realized that the life he was living was not 

in fact the life he needed to live.  There was a better life waiting for him.  But he needed 

to give up being a “boring” Pope to discover his own way to be the Pope.  He had to give 

up the ministry that was planned for him in order to find the ministry that was waiting for 

him - in his case, in an irrelevant little village.  In a sense, only then did he really become 

the Pope.  Perhaps Leo had been listening to Joseph Campbell who said, “We must be 

willing to relinquish the life we've planned, so as to have the life that is waiting for us”. 

 [Leo grocery shopping] 

 In fact, Leo did nothing less than accept the call of Jesus we read from John.  The 

call from Jesus that does not require big words or deep theologies.  The call of Jesus that 

is simply, “Come and See”.  Just that.  Open your mind.  Open your heart.  Then come 

and see. 

 Is life really that simple?  Remember what St. Paul told the congregation in 

Corinth today.  St. Paul told the congregation that they had all the spiritual gifts that they 

needed.  They did not need to perfect their act - they just had to engage.  And this Paul 

says we have all the spiritual gifts that we need too.  We have God’s spirit and we have 

each other.  What more could we possibly need? 

!
 Being faithful is not about being perfect.  Being faithful is about being open, 

being ready to hear something new, and then going and finding it.  Being faithful is not a 

theology to memorize, it is an experience to live.  We may need to make sacrifices to 

move on, but we can move on.  And we can move on in faith. 

 Come and see. 

Amen. 
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