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Well – it's hard to know where to start.  Was I the only one offended by our gospel story 

today?  Jesus - our hero - is walking along.  The first thing he does is ignore a woman in distress.  

Then, when he finally condescends to speak with her, he compares her to a dog.  And what was 

the reason that Jesus gave for his actions?  He told the woman, and he told his disciples, that the 

woman was not one of “his people”.  During this somewhat disturbing story, Jesus is exposed as 

a racist.  Is that really how this story goes?  What is going on here?

Generally, people who don't like this story have 3 problems with it.  In the first, place, 

Jesus refuses to help the woman in need.  In the second place, Jesus refers to the woman as a 

dog.  And in the third place, Jesus changes his mind and cures the girl anyway.  Is this really the 

Jesus that know, and love, and sing song about?

Many scholars and others have tried to find other ways to read this story that are less 

disturbing.  Some suggest that Jesus was on a vacation, and that he wasn't really “working” that 

day.  Others suggest that Jesus was playing mind-games with the woman.  Some suggest that 

Jesus was on a mission to go quickly somewhere else, and simply did not have time for the 

woman.  Others suggest that Jesus was simply bested by the woman.  Some suggest that Jesus 

was – in fact – as a product of his time - racist.  Some suggest that Jesus was – in fact - sexist.

For me, the most meaningful way to read this story is NOT to try to justify Jesus using a 

lot of politically correct language to try to explain Jesus's actions.  To my mind, that sort of 

wordsmithing – for this story at least - would involve too much violence to the text.

Instead – let's just ask what this story is about.  What do you think this story is about?

[descend for discussion] [healing versus cure]
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Cure has to do - ultimately - with destruction.  Cure has to do with destroying something, 

like a cancer or a virus.  But of course we don’t think of cure as destruction.  We think of cure as 

going back to a time before we had a particular disease.  Cure means going back to whatever 

state we were in before we got sick in the first place.  And of course, it is very natural that if we 

get sick, we often want a cure.  But cure separates our body from our soul.  Cure looks at what 

sort of disease we have.  It categorizes.  It isolates.  It individualizes.

Healing really isn’t the same thing at all.  Healing is a process that embraces the whole.  

Healing has to do with accepting a situation as part of our lives - whether we are seeking a cure 

or not.  Healing does not look at disease in an isolated way; healing looks at what sort of person 

has the disease.  Healing fosters connectivity.  Healing fosters purpose.  Healing offers what 

might be.

And perhaps that’s the biggest distinction.  Cure changes what is in an attempt to reclaim 

what was in the past.  Healing - on the other hand - offers a new vision of what might be.  Cure is 

about going back to a former reality.  Healing is about moving forward to a new reality.

Of course, sometimes healing and cure both happen at the same time.  I always loved the 

TV show, MASH, because it frequently played out for us the contrasts between healing and cure.  

Between blindly following rules (think of Frank Burns) and engaging with people as individuals 

in need (think of Hawkeye or BJ).  One episode I recall gives a perfect example of how healing 

and cure can happen at the same time.

This example was from the second season which aired in 1973.  Please excuse the telling 

of a story that rings of racism, but as we will see, without the racist element of the episode, there 

would have been no healing.

The main story concerned an American foot soldier who was being treated for wounds.  

He was treated mainly by Hawkeye and by one of the black nurses.  We meet the soldier while he 

is on an operating table, being prepared for surgery, and he tells Hawkeye, “Hey, make sure I get 

the right colour blood, Doc.  I wouldn’t want any of that darkie stuff, you know.”

Hawkeye of course treats the soldier’s wounds efficiently.  He cures the soldier of his 

wounds.  But of course, being MASH, and being Hawkeye, he also attempts to heal the man of 

his racist ideas.  Hawkeye and B.J. decide to paint the soldier’s skin with a tincture while he is 

sleeping, to make his skin appear darker, and indeed, the soldier does appear to be somewhat 
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darker.  In confusion, the soldier asks other staff if he looks darker to them then when he came 

in.  And of course, the staff are all in on it and encourage the soldier to believe that his skin is 

now darker.

In desperation, the soldier asks Hawkeye, “Hey, did you give me the wrong colour blood 

or not?”.  Hawkeye simply says, “all blood is the same.”

And when the soldier had recovered enough to leave the MASH unit, he came in to thank 

Hawkeye.  He said, “I just want to thank you for patching me up - and also for giving me a lot to 

think about.”  The soldier then saluted the black nurse who had helped him, and left.

The wounds were cured.  The healing from a racist attitude had started.

Both cure and healing happen in our gospel story too.  But not to the same person.  The 

woman's daughter is cured.  And Jesus himself is healed.  The daughter is cured of her evil 

spirits, and Jesus is healed – or at least his healing had started – from his racist attitude.  And in 

the story – as in real life – cure happened fairly quickly, but healing is a process that happens 

over time.

What might cure look like here?  For us?  If “cure” means going back to a former state, 

then perhaps “cure” would mean having this church full of people again, regaining our lost social 

status, feeling like we are again the dominant group in our society.  I'm pretty sure that’s not 

going to happen.

But what about healing?  What might healing look like here?  What would it mean to 

embrace our own wholeness?  What would it mean to embrace our present situation and to 

accept it simply as who we now are?  What would it mean to accept and adopt our current reality 

as consistent with the vision or how we are - and who we are - to be?  What would it mean to 

simply accept that we have been faithful to God, and that we are still being faithful to God - as 

we are!  And to move forward from there - sorry - I mean to move forward from here!

For most situations in life, we find that we need both cure and healing.  This is a part of 

life.  This is common in church life too.  Sometimes, things happen that don't work out, and we 

need change.  If you have a minister that doesn't work out, you just get a new one.  That's the 

“cure”.  But what about the healing?  How do we embrace our situation and find healthy ways to 

move forward into our own future?
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For a time, we look backwards.  We pine for earlier days.  We grieve our losses.  But at 

some point, we stop looking backwards and we start looking forwards.  We look into our future.  

And then - perhaps slowly - we move into our future.  That's called progress.  That's called life.  

That's called healing.

And that same process happens to groups, and to individuals.  Often, however, we want 

to hold out for a cure.  We hope against hope for a “cure” to take us back to “the good days”.  It's 

a completely natural reaction.  And yet, as long as we are looking backwards, we cannot be 

looking forwards.  Waiting for a cure that cannot come prevents deep healing from happening.

God promises strength for the journey.  Strength for the journey forward into healing.  

That strength comes from spending time, alone reflecting, in the presence of the divine.  That 

strength comes from spending time together, as community, in the presence of the divine.  That 

strength comes from spending time in the wider world, working for justice, in the presence of the 

divine.

This time.  This place.  This situation.  It's a gift from God.  Embrace the gift.  Embrace 

the healing.

Amen.

Healing?  Cure? 2013-03-03 Page 4 of 4


