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So today we are celebrating peace Sunday. Not that it actually is peace Sunday mind you. 

But next week – which is peace Sunday - Karen and I will likely be having a dialog, so I thought 

we should celebrate peace Sunday a week early.  And I have precedence on my side this time – 

ask google what day peace Sunday is this year, and you can find lots of different dates.  It's al-

most as if people believe we should celebrate peace many many times throughout the year.  In 

any case, this week, here at Wesley, it's peace Sunday.

But really - does the subject of peace need any more discussion?  Doesn't everyone al-

ready think that peace is a good idea?  Doesn't everyone have a fairly clear idea of what living as 

a peaceful society would look like?  Besides, are we not already building a peaceful society?  

What is out vision for our society, and for this community?

In the text from Isaiah, the author talks about a vision for a “new heaven and a new 

earth”, which is one vision of a peaceful society.  On the one hand, the vision seems clear 

enough - people should be happy, live long lives, have children, have homes, have adequate 

food.  Isaiah is talking about basic human needs.  Today, of course, we can debate what items 

qualify as “basic human needs”.  If you have teenagers at home you might realize that some peo-

ple think that cell phones and access to The Internet are basic human needs.  But in any case, the 

vision in Isaiah points to a reality where people have their basic needs met.  It’s not hard to ap-

preciate that vision.

On the other hand, I don’t think I see how the vision in Isaiah will come about.  The text 

we read says that God is going to create this new heaven and new earth and we will inhabit it and 

sing praises to God.  There is no mention of us humans working to create this new heaven and 

new earth, or even a footnote that we might have to smarten ourselves up a bit in order to fit in.  

Don’t get me wrong - I like the vision - I’m just not sure how a new earth would be any better 

than the current one unless we humans change too.  Personally, I think humanity would need to 
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take a new attitude into the new earth or else the new earth would soon resemble our current one.  

We don’t just need a planet adjustment, we need an attitude adjustment.

In the text we read from Luke this morning, Jesus offers up a different vision of the fu-

ture. To be honest, I am disturbed by his vision.  Although Jesus admits that we “will win life” in 

the end, it sounds like we have to go through a lot of pain to get there.  Jesus tells us of wars and 

rumours of wars, of being persecuted, of being hated, even of being killed.  I don’t know about 

you, but none of those things are on my bucket list!  And Jesus's vision begins with the destruc-

tion of the temple in Jerusalem.  Wow.  

At the time that Jesus might have said this, many Jewish people thought that the temple 

was actually the dwelling place of God, and therefore it’s existence was quite important to them.  

Imagine what the disciples felt as they heard Jesus’s prediction that the temple was to be de-

stroyed.  Perhaps Jesus was trying to convince people he was more of a prophet than a motiva-

tional speaker, because he must have turned many people off that day.

And once again, it is not clear from the text just how we humans should react to this.  

What are we supposed to do?  Should we be working for peace?  Or should we try to increase 

global strife and warfare just to get the whole mess over with sooner?  And that question should 

not be taken too lightly, because many groups around the world are committed to increasing 

global warfare on the theory that God needs to speed up the plans for the end times.  I find it all a 

bit confusing - some days I find it frightening even.

While I was at Emmanuel College I attended a workshop on how the theory of evolution 

relates to Islam.  The workshop was put on by a group from the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community.  

I don't remember too many details of the presentation, but I do remember their view of the evolu-

tion of the human species, which I found fascinating.  Their idea is that there are 4 stages in hu-

man evolution.  In stage 1, there are no human-beings on earth, just animals and plants.  In stage 

2, there are human-beings on earth, but they have human bodies and animal brains.  They look 

human but they act like animals.  In stage 3, the human brain has evolved into what we consider 

a human brain.  According to this Islamic theory, the biblical figure, Adam – who is in the Qur'an 

as well as the Bible, was the first stage 3 human.

Now here’s the interesting part.  According to this theory, we are all Stage 3 humans in a 

system that has 4 stages.  So - you might ask - what is Stage 4?  What is the next evolutionary 
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step for humanity?  What is their vision for the “new and improved human”?  This Islamic vision 

for the next stage in human evolution is for human beings who are a lot like we are, except that 

they can actually get along with each other - without war - without hatred - without oppression.  

This is a vision similar to what we heard from in Isaiah – a vision of peaceful society, but in this 

case, accomplished by humanity evolving socially in order to achieve this new peaceful state.  

This is a vision that requires a change in attitude.

I think for most of us, stage 4 sounds like a worthwhile venture – stage 4 sounds consis-

tant with our image of a peaceful, just, society.  But what do you think it will take for us to 

evolve in that way?  And do we really believe that vision?  Do we really believe that there is a 

connection between evolving human behaviour and the creation of peaceful societies?

This week I was privileged to see the evolution of human behaviour played out.  I at-

tended a workshop where we discussed important topics and used words like, “mission”, 

“vision”, “stewardship”, and “covenant”.  No - it was not a church meeting.  I was one of 5 peo-

ple from our Faith and Hope committee who attended the workshop called “Sharing Space, Shar-

ing Success” on Thursday.

I saw human evolution played out during that workshop because we were discussing how 

different models of community development can contribute to new forms of community, new 

forms of collaboration, new forms of vision, and new forms of sharing life together.  In short, 

new forms of creating justice and peace in our own society.

But more dramatically for me – the workshop was held at the new Regent Park Arts and 

Cultural Centre, which is a very impressive part of the whole redevelopment effort going on at 

Regent Park.  Regent Park was created as a social housing project in the 1940's, and is in the 

process of being completely rebuilt.  It is being rebuilt in part because the buildings are in need 

of serious repair, but also because the social assumptions that went into the creation of Regent 

Park originally no longer work in our society.

The working assumption behind the creation of the original Regent Park was that low-in-

come housing should be co-located - meaning clumped together and isolated from the rest of the 

city.  But the new Regent Park is based on a social model that dares to imagine that a community 

will be stronger if it is composed of mixed communities that are better integrated into the rest of 

the city.  For Regent Park this means increased density of housing, and a move from low-income 
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housing to mixed-income housing.  The redevelopment is not just about fixing buildings that are 

falling apart – it's also about rebuilding community with bonds of respect, trust, and understand-

ing.  At it's best, it sounds like the vision in Isaiah.  One motto I saw on a number of signs was, 

“Rooted in Regent Park.  Open to the world”.  I love that!

As a society, we are evolving – hopefully – along paths to peace.  At Regent Park they are 

daring to dream that redeveloping their buildings can contribute to redeveloping their society.  

And we have the same opportunity here – to redevelop our building in ways can contribute to re-

developing peaceful society.  What an opportunity we have!

Look around.  See this building.  See this broader community.  See each other.  And re-

member the words of Mark Twain who said, “You cannot depend on your eyes when your imagi-

nation is out of focus”.

Let's imagine peace.  Let's build peace.

Amen.
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